
TENNIS STUDY GUIDE 

 

 

GAME: Points in tennis are called:  love, 15, 30, 40, advantage-in, advantage out, 

  deuce and game. 

 

  0, or nothing is called………………………….. love 

  1
st
 point won by a player is called……………...   15 

  2
nd

 point won by a player is called……………..   30 

  3
rd
 point won by a player is called……………..    40 

   4
th
 point won by a player is called…………….. game 

 

 Except that: 
 

 If each player (team) has won 3 points (40-40), the score is called deuce. 

 

 A player (team) must score two consecutive points after deuce to win the game. 

 

 If the serving team scores the first point after deuce…………….. advantage-in 

  

 If the receiving team scores the first point after deuce…………... advantage-out 

 

 If neither team scores 2 points in a row after deuce……. it is once again deuce 

 

 

 

1. The same person serves the entire game.  You have two chances to serve for each 

point.  Each time a point is made, the server switches to the other side of the 

center mark for the next serve.  The game begins with a player serving from the 

right side. 

 

2. Failure to hit a good serve is called a fault. 

 

- swinging at the ball and missing it 

- hitting the ball out of bounds or into the net 

- stepping on or over the baseline before hitting the ball 

 

3. A let serve is a served ball that hits the net, but lands in the correct service area.  

The server is allowed to reserve without penalty or fault. 

 

4. A player receiving the serve must let it bounce before returning it.  During play, 

however, a player mat hit the ball before it bounces. 

 

5. During play, the ball is allowed to hit the net and go over – not on a serve, 

however. 

 



6. A player cannot touch the net with the tennis racket, body or clothing while the 

ball is in play.  You may not reach over the net to play the ball.   

 

7. A team cannot hit the ball more than once on their side of the net. 

 

8. If the ball is going out of bounds, don’t touch it or hit it (let it bounce out).  Also, 

if you swing and miss a ball that is out of bounds, it does not count as a touch and 

you win the point. 

 

9. A ball that lands on a line is good.  This includes serves. 

 

10. Always call the score aloud before each serve, saying the server’s score first. 


